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Chapter towards the alteration of shipping laws. The Statute
IL therefore was assented to immediately after such an
agreement had been duly signed for the United King-
dom and the Dominions on December 10, 1931. It
represents an attempt to secure that the Dominions
shall accept British standards as adequate for ships
registered in the United Kingdom when trading to the
Dominions unless engaged in the Dominion coasting-
trade or in Dominion fisheries. It definitely provides
that no part of the British Commonwealth shall deny
to ships registered in any other part equal treatment
to that meted out to its own ships or to foreign shipping,
but this is not to prevent the levy of customs duties on
ships built outside that part, or the grant of financial
aid to shipping registered therein3 or the regulation of
its fisheries. In principle, legislation by any part is not
to have extra-territorial application to ships registered,
in any other part without the consent of that part,
but this rule again does not apply to regulation of the
coasting trade, the sea fisheries,1 or the fishing industry,
and each part may apply its own standards as to safety
of ships, their crews, and passengers to any ships trad-
ing to their ports, except in so far as the ship complies
with regulations which that part deems equivalent to
its own. The question of discipline is left chaotic; so far
as the question is not covered by the ship's articles it
is to be governed by the laws of the part in which the
ship is registered, but this need not apply if the ship is
engaged in the coasting trade of another part, or trades
from a part of the Commonwealth where the principal
1 Canada, by Act of 1929, c. 42, has taken wide power to restrict her
fisheries to British ships registered in Canada and owned by Canadians,
t.e. British subjects resident in Canada, or bodies incorporated therein.